
Free Trappers Primary Source Analysis 
Name:	

	
1. Warren	Ferris	Entry:	

a. What	one	sentence	stands	out	to	you	from	the	source?	
i. 	
	

b. Why	does	it	stand	out?	
i. 	
	

c. How	does	Ferris	describe	the	life	of	free	trappers?	
i. 	
	

d. After	reading	this,	do	you	think	Ferris	wanted	to	be	a	free	trapper?	
Explain	your	answer.	

i. 	
	
	

2. Rufus	Sage	Entry:	
a. What	one	sentence	stands	out	to	you	from	the	source?	

i. 	
	

b. Why	does	it	stand	out?	
i. 	
	

c. What	does	it	mean	when	Sage	says,	“Free	as	the	pure	air	he	breathes,	
and	proudly	conscious	of	his	own	independence,	he	will	neither	
tyrannize	over	others,	nor	submit	to	be	trampled	upon…”	

i. 	
	
	

3. Analysis:	
a. What	do	you	find	in	common	between	the	sources?	

i. 	
	

b. How	did	people	of	the	time	view	free	trappers?	
i. 	
	

c. Compare	one	person	(or	occupation)	in	today’s	world	that	reminds	
you	of	a	free	trapper?	Explain	why	the	comparison	makes	sense.	

i. 	


